
 

 
 

BBC’s Investigative Report on the Possible Use of Toxic Chemicals During 
Protest Dispersal in Georgia and the Subsequent Developments 

 

What did the BBC’s investigation reveal? 

On 1 December 2025, the BBC published an investigative report stating that during the 
dispersal of large-scale demonstrations that began on 28 November 2024 in Georgia, law 
enforcement may have used a toxic compound Camite (bromobenzyl cyanide) - against 
protesters. Camite is a chemical agent banned since the 1930s due to its severe and 
long-lasting harmful effects on human health. 

The investigation’s findings were based on multiple sources, including: 

-​ A chemical inventory list obtained from the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia, which 
contained substances classified under international codes UN3439 and UN1710; 

-​ Clinical examinations documenting long-term symptoms experienced by affected 
protesters; 

-​ Scientific assessments by international experts; 
-​ Testimonies from former employees of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and other 

witnesses. 

 

What do the chemicals coded UN3439 and UN1710 mean? 

UN 3439 and UN 1710 refer to categories of toxic chemical substances which: 

-​ Are not recognized as lawful riot-control agents; 
-​ Do not meet the CWC definition of an Riot Control Agent; 
-​ Cause serious and long-lasting bodily harm; 
-​ Mixing them with water cannon for crowd control constitutes a violation of the 

Chemical Weapons Convention. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z4-koO916Gk


 

What happened in December 2024? 

From 28 November to 7 December 2024, the Ministry of Internal Affairs deployed unlawful and 
excessive force to disperse demonstrations, including: 

-​ Water cannons mixed with unknown chemical substances, 
-​ Tear gas and choking gas, 
-​ Beatings during arrests, 
-​ Torture of detainees. 

More than 1,000 doctors signed a petition demanding the cessation of unknown chemical 
agents against protesters, expressing concern over: 

-​ The rising number of patients with suspicious intoxication, 
-​ The long-term health consequences of chemical exposure. 

Hundreds of demonstrators described similar symptoms on social media and in the press: 
sudden and prolonged bleeding, severe persistent headaches, weakness, sudden blood 
pressure fluctuations, spasmodic coughing, skin burns, and other clinically verified signs. 

 

The Georgian Dream Government’s reaction to the BBC investigation was marked 
by inconsistencies and contradictory statements: 

●​ Initial reaction 

The ruling “Georgian Dream” party categorically denied the allegation of Camite use and 
threatened to sue the BBC in international courts. 

●​ Statement by the former Minister of Internal Affairs: 

On 1 December, former Minister of Internal Affairs Vakhtang Gomelauri, who led the ministry 
during the November–December 2024 crackdown, confirmed that the substances mentioned in 
the BBC report were indeed stored at the Ministry, and had been purchased in 2009 by the 
previous government. However, he claimed that these chemicals were not used during the 2024 
protest dispersal. 

●​ Launch of an Investigation: 

The day after the film’s publication, the State Security Service (SSG) announced an 
investigation on two grounds: 

1.​ “Abuse of official authority,” and 
2.​ “Assistance to a foreign organization in hostile activities.” 
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https://europeanorbit.ge/eng/news/32
https://europeanorbit.ge/eng/news/32
https://europeanorbit.ge/eng/news/39
https://jam-news.net/medical-professionals-in-georgia-demand-a-halt-to-the-use-of-chemical-agents-on-protesters/
https://www.facebook.com/GeorgianDreamOfficial/posts/pfbid02o8mxo4opZDKJDHFdXRbhsVLxnW4bhodtDzeRWPtrCccnwSDjqnBbB1iySHLKQMzWl?rdid=N3OTG7zrIKlitLTm#
https://sakartvelosambebi.ge/en/news/gomelauri-on-bbc-investigation-mia-purchased-and-used-these-substances-until-2012


 

Human rights defenders and doctors summoned for questioning were asked whether they had 
received money from the BBC in exchange for interviews. Meanwhile, pro-government media 
attempted to discredit the scientific research conducted by doctors. 

●​ Statement by the current Minister of Internal Affairs: 

On 2 December, newly appointed Minister of Internal Affairs Gela Geladze denied the previous 
minister’s statement and claimed that the Ministry had never purchased Camite. He called the 
BBC’s allegations of toxic Camite use “complete absurdity” and “a lie.” 

●​ Prime Minister’s reaction: 

On 3 December, GD Prime Minister Irakli Kobakhidze stated that the government had indeed 
used a substance under the UN3439 code in the water cannons during protest dispersal, but 
insisted that this substance was not Camite. 

●​ State Security Service’s findings: 

Five days after the BBC report, on 6 December, the SSG issued a statement summarizing the 
investigation: 

-​ The SSG confirmed that substances classified as UN3439 and UN1710 were indeed in 
the possession of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. 

-​ They claimed, however, that under code UN3439 they had recorded 
“chlorobenzylidene malononitrile” (CS gas) - a commonly used riot-control agent.​
(Notably, CS gas does NOT correspond to UN3439 under international chemical 
classification standards.) 

-​ The SSG also confirmed that the Ministry had acquired a toxic substance under 
UN1710, but asserted that it was not used to mix the water cannon stream during 4–5 
December.​
(It remains unclear whether this prohibited toxic substance was used on other days.) 

 

What needs to be done? 

Given the serious lack of trust in the SSG’s impartiality and objectivity, and the contradictory 
statements issued by government officials, it is essential to conduct an international 
investigation into the chemical substances used during the 2024 protest dispersal - both under 
the Chemical Weapons Convention framework, and regarding systemic torture, inhuman, 
and degrading treatment. 
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https://sakartvelosambebi.ge/en/news/eka-gigauri-says-state-security-service-asked-whether-she-was-paid-for-her-bbc-comment
https://civil.ge/archives/713482
https://ssg.gov.ge/news/1060/brifingi-saxelmtsifo-usafrtxoebis-samsaxurshi
https://europeanorbit.ge/eng/news/39


 

Domestic Reactions 

The BBC investigation triggered strong reactions in Georgia. Over 30 Georgian NGOs, 
opposition parties, and segments of the medical community issued statements demanding full 
disclosure about the chemical substances used by police against peaceful protesters. 

Former President Salome Zurabishvili appealed to the international community—specifically 
the OPCW, the United Nations, and the Council of Europe human rights bodies - to 
investigate the possible use of chemical weapons. 

 

International Reactions 

●​ On 4 December, Lord George Foulkes raised a question in the UK House of Lords about 
the BBC findings. 

●​ The Chair of the OSCE, Finland’s Foreign Minister Elina Valtonen, also commented on 
the investigation. 

●​ UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights Defenders Mary Lawlor expressed concern 
over the SSG’s summoning of human rights defenders under a dubious investigation. 

●​ EU spokesperson Anita Hipper stated on 1 December that, regarding the reports of 
chemical agents being used against demonstrators, the EU expects a swift, 
transparent, and credible investigation. 

●​ On 3 December, leaders of the Helsinki Commission also issued a statement regarding 
the incident. 
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https://www.interpressnews.ge/ka/article/856218-arasamtavrobo-organizaciebi-movitxovt-sajarod-gaeces-pasuxi-shekitxvas-ra-kimiur-nivtierebebs-iqenebda-policia-mshvidobiani-protestis-cinaagmdeg/
https://netgazeti.ge/news/792872/
https://netgazeti.ge/news/793077/
https://netgazeti.ge/news/793171/
https://netgazeti.ge/news/793149/
https://www.interpressnews.ge/ka/article/856122-anita-hiperi-velit-scrap-gamchvirvale-da-sando-gamoziebas-demonstrantebis-cinaagmdeg-kimiuri-iaragis-gamoqenebis-shesaxeb-braldebebtan-dakavshirebit
https://www.csce.gov/press-releases/bipartisan-helsinki-commission-leadership-respond-to-reports-that-georgian-authorities-used-chemical-weapon-against-protestors/
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