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Information on the Ongoing Repression of
Pro-European Protesters, Civil Society,
Media, and Political Opponents in Georgia

Part VIII
(July — September 2025)

This report has been prepared by Georgia’s European Orbit and the Human Rights Center of
the University of Georgia. The document serves informational purposes and consolidates the
findings and legal assessments of human rights lawyers based on collected evidence.

For updated databases on victims of torture, inhuman or degrading treatment, journalists
targeted with violence, and individuals imprisoned on politically motivated grounds as of
10 September 2025, please see:
https://europeanorbit.ge/eng/news/39

Ongoing Protest Movement

For ten consecutive months, since 28 October 2024, protests have been held daily across
Georgia in response to the “Georgian Dream” government’s announced deviation from the
European course. Despite harsh financial penalties, imprisonment and repression, citizens
continue to gather in Thilisi and other cities demanding the restoration of Georgia’s European
path, the holding of new fair elections, and the release of political prisoners.

As of September 2025, of 85 activists and politicians arrested on criminal charges:

52 have been convicted and sentenced to imprisonment;

9 remain in pre-trial detention;

11 were granted bail as a preventive measure;

13 were released — of these, seven received non-custodial sentences, three were
acquitted, one served a full sentence, and two were pardoned.

To date, no one has been held accountable for documented crimes committed against peaceful
protesters, journalists, activists, and politicians, including assaults, serious physical injuries,
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inhuman treatment, and torture. Hundreds of demonstrators were subjected to physical violence
and systematic torture through force and/or the use of unknown chemical irritants, causing long-
term health consequences. Despite clear evidence, Prime Minister Irakli Kobakhidze has publicly
downplayed the violence, claiming there were only “two or three cases” of police misconduct.

Physical Attacks on Protesters and Journalists

On 8 September, members of an informal group (“titushki”), funded and organized by Georgian
Dream, attacked protesters with iron rods outside the campaign office of mayoral candidate Kakha
Kaladze. Women and journalists were specifically targeted - phones were seized, several were
beaten, and others obstructed from performing their professional duties. Police present at the
scene failed to intervene against the attackers and, in some cases, assisted them and harassed

journalists.

None of the identified assailants have been prosecuted. Instead, criminal charges were filed
against a female protester for writing on an election banner. Ruling party MP Dimitri Samkharadze
publicly “claimed responsibility” for organizing the violent attacks. Meanwhile, Kaladze himself
used sexist and offensive language when referring to female protesters.

Continued Police Violence Against Women Activists

On 2 September, police detained 24 individuals during protests, with women particularly targeted.
The Public Defender documented the use of disproportionate force and abusive conduct by police
during detentions. Several detainees bore visible bruises, swelling, and abrasions.

Women activists are also targeted by smear campaigns involving the dissemination of private
information, including medical data and stigmatizing disinformation. The degrading practice of
subjecting detained women to full strip searches continues. Female activists and journalists are
further mistreated by court bailiffs at Thilisi City Court.

For the first time since independence, Georgia currently has four female political
prisoners.

Financial Repression Against Protesters

Protest participants face crippling fines, in some cases up to 250,000 GEL. Courts have begun
freezing activists’ property and bank accounts for non-payment. Many protesters, including
women, have also been sentenced to 15- and 20-day administrative detentions.

The National Enforcement Bureau has started seizing activists’ family homes and belongings due
to unpaid protest-related fines.
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Media Repression

The impact of repressive media laws, including bans on independent funding, is already visible.
Most high-quality online outlets face closure; many regional media have stopped daily reporting.
A collective platform of 22 outlets, “The Light Must Not Go Out”, was created to pool resources
for survival through citizen donations, but threats remain severe.

Critical television channels are particular targets. Pro-government propaganda channels spread
false claims of “secret opposition meetings” on the premises of TV Pirveli. The channel
condemned this as preparation for raiding its offices and suspending broadcasting.

Repression Against NGOs

“Georgian Dream” has enforced draconian laws against civil society. Independent organizations
can now receive funding only with government approval, forcing many to shut down. The Anti-
Corruption Bureau demanded that leading NGOs register as “agents,” threatening criminal
prosecution for refusal. Thirty additional organizations have been targeted.

Simultaneously, criminal investigations were launched against NGO leaders under alleged
“sabotage” charges, claiming they provided protective equipment (masks, disinfectants,
raincoats, etc.) to staff monitoring protests. Court orders froze the bank accounts of seven major
NGOs, paralyzing their work, though they continue to operate voluntarily to defend beneficiaries.

Those summoned to the Prosecutor’s Office include Eka Gigauri (Transparency International
Georgia), Tamta Mikeladze (Social Justice Center), Giorgi Mshvenieradze (Democracy
Defenders ), Levan Natroshvili (ISFED), Nino Dolidze (ISFED), Aleko Tsiklauri (Human Rights
Center), Giorgi Kldiashvili (IDFI), Baia Pataraia (Sapari), and Lela Tsiskarishvili (Human Rights
House / GCRT).

Nine international human rights organizations condemned this “total attack” and demanded an
immediate halt to repression. The OSCE expressed deep concern at shrinking civic space. The
European Court of Human Rights has admitted a joint complaint by seven NGOs and media
outlets challenging the “Foreign Agents Registration Act” and other repressive laws.

Repression Against Political Leaders

Opposition politicians continue to face persecution. Eight current and former politicians, including
party leaders, were arrested for refusing to appear before a parliamentary inquiry commission
(whose legality is contested). Only two were later released, both of whom are candidates in the 4
October 2025 local elections.
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Criminal charges were additionally filed against three more politicians, two of whom (including a
female leader) remain in pre-trial detention. Former Prime Minister and opposition leader Giorgi
Gakharia fled the country under threat of politically motivated prosecution. At present, 10
opposition politicians remain in prison, with one in exile.

A parliamentary investigative commission, dominated by Georgian Dream, concluded its work,
producing a 460-page report revising Georgia’s modern history by shifting blame for the 2008
Russia-Georgia war onto the former UNM government. Based on this report, Georgian Dream
has signaled plans to seek the banning of UNM through the Constitutional Court.

Politicized Justice

Trials of arrested protesters were deliberately scheduled to conclude before pre-trial detention
expired, preventing any temporary release. Independent monitors documented systemic bias in
these cases. Nearly all defendants received guilty verdicts, with prison sentences ranging from
2 to 8.6 years. Only three out of six defendants in drug-related charges were acquitted. Despite
evidence of false testimony and fundamental rights violations, no law enforcement officers have
been prosecuted.

Political Dismissals in the Public Sector

Political dismissals continue across nearly all public institutions, central and local. Employees
were dismissed from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Georgian embassies, Ministry of Defense,
the Office of the State Minister for Reconciliation and Civic Equality, Telavi University, and the
National Library, among others.

October 4, 2025 Local Elections

In 28 of 64 municipalities, Georgian Dream faces no major opposition competition due to
repression. For the first time since independence, elections will be held without qualified,
independent local or international observation. OSCE/ODIHR declined to observe due to late and
formalistic invitation.

Anti-Western Propaganda

Alongside repression of media and NGOs, Georgian Dream has intensified anti-Western
propaganda. Its main propaganda channel launched the series “EuroAnatomy”, claiming to reveal
Europe’s “dark side.” Rustavi 2 echoed Russian disinformation, including defamatory stories
about French First Lady Brigitte Macron.
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Ambassadors of Germany and the EU have been particularly targeted. The Speaker of Parliament
accused the German Ambassador of “supporting attacks” on campaign offices. For the first time,
Germany and UK ambassadors were summoned to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and accused
of “interference.” Germany’s Foreign Ministry strongly condemned this baseless action. In
solidarity, Georgian citizens organized a “Georgia-Germany Friendship March” outside the
German Embassy.

The EU Delegation and partner embassies in Georgia jointly rejected the government’s
disinformation and accusations.

International Response

In response to Georgia’s “serious democratic backsliding,” the European Commission is
considering suspending visa-free travel. It has demanded repeal of repressive laws and protection
of citizens’ rights. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs submitted a report on compliance but has
withheld its contents from the public.

The European Parliament declared that after decades of democratic progress, Georgia is now a
victim of state capture. Until new fair elections are held, it will continue not to recognize the one-
party parliament or president, and it urged EU member states to impose sanctions on Georgian
Dream'’s key officials.

The U.S. Helsinki Commission held a hearing titled “From Partner to Problem: Georgia’s Anti-
American Turn”, with participation from Georgia’s fifth president, Salome Zourabichvili.
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