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Information on the Ongoing Repression of 
Pro-European Protesters, Civil Society, 

Media, and Political Opponents in Georgia 

Part VIII 
(July – September 2025) 

This report has been prepared by Georgia’s European Orbit and the Human Rights Center of 
the University of Georgia. The document serves informational purposes and consolidates the 

findings and legal assessments of human rights lawyers based on collected evidence. 

 

For updated databases on victims of torture, inhuman or degrading treatment, journalists 
targeted with violence, and individuals imprisoned on politically motivated grounds as of 
10 September 2025, please see: 
https://europeanorbit.ge/eng/news/39 

 

Ongoing Protest Movement 

For ten consecutive months, since 28 October 2024, protests have been held daily across 
Georgia in response to the “Georgian Dream” government’s announced deviation from the 
European course. Despite harsh financial penalties, imprisonment and repression, citizens 
continue to gather in Tbilisi and other cities demanding the restoration of Georgia’s European 
path, the holding of new fair elections, and the release of political prisoners. 

As of September 2025, of 85 activists and politicians arrested on criminal charges: 

• 52 have been convicted and sentenced to imprisonment; 
• 9 remain in pre-trial detention; 
• 11 were granted bail as a preventive measure; 
• 13 were released – of these, seven received non-custodial sentences, three were 

acquitted, one served a full sentence, and two were pardoned. 

To date, no one has been held accountable for documented crimes committed against peaceful 
protesters, journalists, activists, and politicians, including assaults, serious physical injuries, 

https://europeanorbit.ge/eng/news/39
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1b2YMZsqaK/
https://civil.ge/archives/638801
https://socialjustice.org.ge/uploads/products/pdf/HUMAN_RIGHTS_CRISIS_IN_GEORGIA__1747299469.pdf
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inhuman treatment, and torture. Hundreds of demonstrators were subjected to physical violence 
and systematic torture through force and/or the use of unknown chemical irritants, causing long-
term health consequences. Despite clear evidence, Prime Minister Irakli Kobakhidze has publicly 
downplayed the violence, claiming there were only “two or three cases” of police misconduct. 

 

Physical Attacks on Protesters and Journalists 

On 8 September, members of an informal group (“titushki”), funded and organized by Georgian 
Dream, attacked protesters with iron rods outside the campaign office of mayoral candidate Kakha 
Kaladze. Women and journalists were specifically targeted - phones were seized, several were 
beaten, and others obstructed from performing their professional duties. Police present at the 
scene failed to intervene against the attackers and, in some cases, assisted them and harassed 
journalists. 

None of the identified assailants have been prosecuted. Instead, criminal charges were filed 
against a female protester for writing on an election banner. Ruling party MP Dimitri Samkharadze 
publicly “claimed responsibility” for organizing the violent attacks. Meanwhile, Kaladze himself 
used sexist and offensive language when referring to female protesters. 

 

Continued Police Violence Against Women Activists 

On 2 September, police detained 24 individuals during protests, with women particularly targeted. 
The Public Defender documented the use of disproportionate force and abusive conduct by police 
during detentions. Several detainees bore visible bruises, swelling, and abrasions. 

Women activists are also targeted by smear campaigns involving the dissemination of private 
information, including medical data and stigmatizing disinformation. The degrading practice of 
subjecting detained women to full strip searches continues. Female activists and journalists are 
further mistreated by court bailiffs at Tbilisi City Court. 

For the first time since independence, Georgia currently has four female political 
prisoners. 

 

Financial Repression Against Protesters 

Protest participants face crippling fines, in some cases up to 250,000 GEL. Courts have begun 
freezing activists’ property and bank accounts for non-payment. Many protesters, including 
women, have also been sentenced to 15- and 20-day administrative detentions. 

The National Enforcement Bureau has started seizing activists’ family homes and belongings due 
to unpaid protest-related fines. 

https://publika.ge/iyo-ori-sami-shemtkhveva-kobakhidze-aqciaze-policielebis-dzaladobaze/
https://tvpirveli.ge/ka/siaxleebi/politika/109384-asi-atasobit-lari-biujetidan-rashi-ukhdian-puls-otsnebis-akhalgazrdulis-khe
https://www.radiotavisupleba.ge/a/33524970.html?fbclid=IwY2xjawMr-a1leHRuA2FlbQIxMQBicmlkETFUaWxBUUlEMjRiNTJKNnR6AR5nGH-xnxr2D05ReW5d_YU9LezQfZi8Gn_vlL3Axza1MQBwX9yrbR0cJeiCDg_aem_cFZnWgRphRwCZVuM805Bew
https://www.facebook.com/TVFormula/videos/1763359900953863/?rdid=B6hNQZzPlTdq1MOn
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5WVG1SwFRRw
https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1544637966935748&id=100041686795244&mibextid=wwXIfr&rdid=rafItZz4sFv8gYAt
https://batumelebi.netgazeti.ge/news/586722/?fbclid=IwY2xjawMr-YBleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBicmlkETFUaWxBUUlEMjRiNTJKNnR6AR5TQ-aYvgOUoF3XlSr9nskRsuN1B6WpMQlkNqaIzeE3XH6LKRaKymXb7n7M-A_aem_IMYfLhCrhcIg6Nc66VWDuA
https://www.facebook.com/radiotavisupleba/videos/1807357976535405
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DOYF8jKDqgf/?igsh=MWwycW1rYWF4dm9jaQ%3D%3D
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1635128400778714
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1635128400778714
https://oc-media.org/georgian-dream-supporters-filmed-attacking-protesters-released-without-charge/
https://tvpirveli.ge/ka/siaxleebi/sazogadoeba/109333-qali-ar-aris-artserti-ragats-skhva-jishia-kaladze-im-qalebze-romlebsats-misi
https://www.radiotavisupleba.ge/a/%E1%83%A0%E1%83%9D%E1%83%92%E1%83%9D%E1%83%A0-%E1%83%90%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%9B%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%97%E1%83%9A%E1%83%94%E1%83%91%E1%83%94%E1%83%9C-%E1%83%93%E1%83%90%E1%83%99%E1%83%90%E1%83%95%E1%83%94%E1%83%91%E1%83%A3%E1%83%9A-%E1%83%90%E1%83%A5%E1%83%A2%E1%83%98%E1%83%95%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1%E1%83%A2%E1%83%94%E1%83%91%E1%83%A1/33521938.html
https://on.ge/story/147942-%E1%83%A0%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A1%E1%83%97%E1%83%90%E1%83%95%E1%83%94%E1%83%9A%E1%83%96%E1%83%94-%E1%83%93%E1%83%90%E1%83%99%E1%83%90%E1%83%95%E1%83%94%E1%83%91%E1%83%A3%E1%83%9A%E1%83%94%E1%83%91%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%A0%E1%83%90%E1%83%9D%E1%83%93%E1%83%94%E1%83%9C%E1%83%9D%E1%83%91%E1%83%90-20-%E1%83%9B%E1%83%93%E1%83%94-%E1%83%92%E1%83%90%E1%83%98%E1%83%96%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%93%E1%83%90
https://www.ombudsman.ge/eng/akhali-ambebi/sakhalkho-damtsveli-2025-tslis-2-sektembers-tbilisis-sakalako-sasamartloshi-da-rustavelis-gamzirze-mimdinare-protestis-dros-ganvitarebul-movlenebs-ekhmianeba
https://publika.ge/anuki-chrdileli-aucileblad-vichivleb-janmrtelobis-tan-cru-mdgomareobis-gamotana-ase-ar-khdeba/
https://civil.ge/archives/695687
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/05/georgia-women-protesters-are-targeted-with-escalating-violence-and-gender-based-reprisals/
https://www.facebook.com/publika.ge/posts/%EF%B8%8F-%E1%83%92%E1%83%90%E1%83%93%E1%83%90%E1%83%9B%E1%83%90%E1%83%97%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98%E1%83%94%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%A8%E1%83%98%E1%83%A0%E1%83%9B%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%A3%E1%83%99%E1%83%90%E1%83%9C-%E1%83%93%E1%83%90-%E1%83%A8%E1%83%94%E1%83%9B%E1%83%98%E1%83%99%E1%83%A0%E1%83%94%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%AE%E1%83%94%E1%83%9A%E1%83%94%E1%83%91%E1%83%98-%E1%83%AC%E1%83%98%E1%83%9C%E1%83%90%E1%83%90%E1%83%A6%E1%83%9B%E1%83%93%E1%83%94%E1%83%92%E1%83%9D%E1%83%91%E1%83%90%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%95%E1%83%A3%E1%83%AC%E1%83%94%E1%83%95%E1%83%93%E1%83%98-%E1%83%95%E1%83%AA%E1%83%93%E1%83%98%E1%83%9A%E1%83%9D%E1%83%91%E1%83%93%E1%83%98-%E1%83%A0%E1%83%9D/1424998775566335/
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1260156268795796
https://tvpirveli.ge/ka/siaxleebi/sazogadoeba/109263-sapatruloshi-var-jamshi-49-jarima-245-000-lari-khoda-me-getkvit-dges-ras-vshvebi
https://formulanews.ge/News/%E1%83%A7%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A0%E1%83%A3%E1%83%90:_500-%E1%83%9A%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98%E1%83%90%E1%83%9C%E1%83%98_%E1%83%AF%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98%E1%83%9B%E1%83%90_%E1%83%93%E1%83%90%E1%83%9B%E1%83%98%E1%83%AC%E1%83%94%E1%83%A0%E1%83%94%E1%83%A1,_%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0_%E1%83%A9%E1%83%90%E1%83%9B%E1%83%91%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%94%E1%83%91%E1%83%98%E1%83%90_-_%E1%83%90%E1%83%AE%E1%83%9A%E1%83%90_%E1%83%90%E1%83%9C%E1%83%92%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98%E1%83%A8%E1%83%94%E1%83%91%E1%83%98_%E1%83%93%E1%83%90%E1%83%90%E1%83%A7%E1%83%90%E1%83%93%E1%83%90%E1%83%A6%E1%83%94%E1%83%A1/117394
https://www.interpressnews.ge/en/article/142535-police-arrest-nika-narsia-at-tbilisi-international-airport-after-court-sentences-him-to-administrative-detention/
https://dfwatch.net/protester-given-20-day-detention-after-string-of-protest-arrests-64218/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1CSvv3Qotb/
https://x.com/Mikiashvili_M/status/1971538246359269586
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Media Repression 

The impact of repressive media laws, including bans on independent funding, is already visible. 
Most high-quality online outlets face closure; many regional media have stopped daily reporting. 
A collective platform of 22 outlets, “The Light Must Not Go Out”, was created to pool resources 
for survival through citizen donations, but threats remain severe. 

Critical television channels are particular targets. Pro-government propaganda channels spread 
false claims of “secret opposition meetings” on the premises of TV Pirveli. The channel 
condemned this as preparation for raiding its offices and suspending broadcasting. 

 

Repression Against NGOs 

“Georgian Dream” has enforced draconian laws against civil society. Independent organizations 
can now receive funding only with government approval, forcing many to shut down. The Anti-
Corruption Bureau demanded that leading NGOs register as “agents,” threatening criminal 
prosecution for refusal. Thirty additional organizations have been targeted. 

Simultaneously, criminal investigations were launched against NGO leaders under alleged 
“sabotage” charges, claiming they provided protective equipment (masks, disinfectants, 
raincoats, etc.) to staff monitoring protests. Court orders froze the bank accounts of seven major 
NGOs, paralyzing their work, though they continue to operate voluntarily to defend beneficiaries. 

Those summoned to the Prosecutor’s Office include Eka Gigauri (Transparency International 
Georgia), Tamta Mikeladze (Social Justice Center), Giorgi Mshvenieradze (Democracy 
Defenders ), Levan Natroshvili (ISFED), Nino Dolidze (ISFED), Aleko Tsiklauri (Human Rights 
Center), Giorgi Kldiashvili (IDFI), Baia Pataraia (Sapari), and Lela Tsiskarishvili (Human Rights 
House / GCRT). 

Nine international human rights organizations condemned this “total attack” and demanded an 
immediate halt to repression. The OSCE expressed deep concern at shrinking civic space. The 
European Court of Human Rights has admitted a joint complaint by seven NGOs and media 
outlets challenging the “Foreign Agents Registration Act” and other repressive laws. 

 

Repression Against Political Leaders 

Opposition politicians continue to face persecution. Eight current and former politicians, including 
party leaders, were arrested for refusing to appear before a parliamentary inquiry commission 
(whose legality is contested). Only two were later released, both of whom are candidates in the 4 
October 2025 local elections. 

https://transparency.ge/en/post/violent-system-against-independent-media
https://www.facebook.com/publika.ge/posts/-%E1%83%99%E1%83%90%E1%83%9B%E1%83%9E%E1%83%90%E1%83%9C%E1%83%98%E1%83%90-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%98%E1%83%9C%E1%83%90%E1%83%97%E1%83%9A%E1%83%94-%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0-%E1%83%A3%E1%83%9C%E1%83%93%E1%83%90-%E1%83%A9%E1%83%90%E1%83%A5%E1%83%A0%E1%83%94%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%A4%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%92%E1%83%9A%E1%83%94%E1%83%91%E1%83%A8%E1%83%98-%E1%83%9B%E1%83%AE%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%93%E1%83%90%E1%83%9B%E1%83%AD%E1%83%94%E1%83%A0%E1%83%94%E1%83%91%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%9B%E1%83%AE%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98%E1%83%93%E1%83%90%E1%83%9C-%E1%83%9B%E1%83%98%E1%83%A6%E1%83%94%E1%83%91%E1%83%A3%E1%83%9A%E1%83%98-%E1%83%A8%E1%83%94%E1%83%9B%E1%83%9D%E1%83%AC/1535891581143720/
https://sinatle.media/
https://transparency.ge/ge/blog/rogor-devnis-kartuli-ocneba-kritikul-medias-tv-pirvelis-magaliti
https://tvpirveli.ge/ka/siaxleebi/politika/110783-hgavs-niadagis-momzadebas-televiziis-mautskeblobis-shesatskvetad-tv-pirveli
https://socialjustice.org.ge/en/products/grantebis-shesakheb-kanonshi-gatarebuli-tsvlilebebis-mizania-kartuli-samokalako-sazogadoebis-ganadgureba-shefaseba?fbclid=IwY2xjawJtkotleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHju6tKN1xK_rTNUr7ILrhWVEXaKCufv-PJp0X9i5z3-0pbfO7O4WjnjQ6Eq3_aem_zbJva4doZ_rxWOFIbhsdVg
https://csf.ge/en/the-civil-society-foundations-response-letter-to-the-anti-corruption-bureau/
https://gyla.ge/en/post/Statemnet-22-09
https://transparency.ge/en/blog/issues-prosecutors-office-focused-so-called-politically-motivated-face-masks-case
https://civil.ge/archives/698002
https://socialjustice.org.ge/en/products/qadaghebisa-da-represiebis-miukhedavad-chven-ar-shevtsqvett-sakmianobas
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/media_2025/09/NGOs%20joint%20statement%20on%20Georgia%20-%208-9-2025.pdf
https://www.osce.org/chairpersonship/597606
https://www.radiotavisupleba.ge/a/%E1%83%A0%E1%83%9D%E1%83%92%E1%83%9D%E1%83%A0-%E1%83%9B%E1%83%9D%E1%83%AE%E1%83%95%E1%83%93%E1%83%9C%E1%83%94%E1%83%9C-%E1%83%9D%E1%83%9E%E1%83%9D%E1%83%96%E1%83%98%E1%83%AA%E1%83%98%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98-%E1%83%9E%E1%83%9D%E1%83%9A%E1%83%98%E1%83%A2%E1%83%98%E1%83%99%E1%83%9D%E1%83%A1%E1%83%94%E1%83%91%E1%83%98-%E1%83%AA%E1%83%98%E1%83%AE%E1%83%94%E1%83%A8%E1%83%98-%E1%83%90%E1%83%9B%E1%83%AF%E1%83%94%E1%83%A0%E1%83%90%E1%83%93/33461130.html
https://civil.ge/archives/699391
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Criminal charges were additionally filed against three more politicians, two of whom (including a 
female leader) remain in pre-trial detention. Former Prime Minister and opposition leader Giorgi 
Gakharia fled the country under threat of politically motivated prosecution. At present, 10 
opposition politicians remain in prison, with one in exile. 

A parliamentary investigative commission, dominated by Georgian Dream, concluded its work, 
producing a 460-page report revising Georgia’s modern history by shifting blame for the 2008 
Russia-Georgia war onto the former UNM government. Based on this report, Georgian Dream 
has signaled plans to seek the banning of UNM through the Constitutional Court. 

 

Politicized Justice 

Trials of arrested protesters were deliberately scheduled to conclude before pre-trial detention 
expired, preventing any temporary release. Independent monitors documented systemic bias in 
these cases. Nearly all defendants received guilty verdicts, with prison sentences ranging from 
2 to 8.6 years. Only three out of six defendants in drug-related charges were acquitted. Despite 
evidence of false testimony and fundamental rights violations, no law enforcement officers have 
been prosecuted. 

 

Political Dismissals in the Public Sector 

Political dismissals continue across nearly all public institutions, central and local. Employees 
were dismissed from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Georgian embassies, Ministry of Defense, 
the Office of the State Minister for Reconciliation and Civic Equality, Telavi University, and the 
National Library, among others. 

 

October 4, 2025 Local Elections 

In 28 of 64 municipalities, Georgian Dream faces no major opposition competition due to 
repression. For the first time since independence, elections will be held without qualified, 
independent local or international observation. OSCE/ODIHR declined to observe due to late and 
formalistic invitation. 

 

Anti-Western Propaganda 

Alongside repression of media and NGOs, Georgian Dream has intensified anti-Western 
propaganda. Its main propaganda channel launched the series “EuroAnatomy”, claiming to reveal 
Europe’s “dark side.” Rustavi 2 echoed Russian disinformation, including defamatory stories 
about French First Lady Brigitte Macron. 

https://civil.ge/archives/700658
https://civil.ge/archives/700719
https://oc-media.org/former-georgian-pm-gakharia-under-investigation-over-2019-south-ossetia-checkpoint/
https://www.parliament.ge/en/media/news/parlamentma-droebiti-sagamodziebo-komisiis-daskvna-ganikhila
https://tabula.ge/ge/news/739731-culukiani-daskvnashi-natkvamia-rom-vardebis
https://civil.ge/archives/698895
https://transparency.ge/en/blog/criminal-cases-against-protest-participants-april-2024-august-2025
https://civil.ge/archives/697375
https://transparency.ge/en/post/repressions-against-public-servants
https://netgazeti.ge/news/778600/
https://bm.ge/news/mets-shevuertdi-samsakhuridan-datkhovnil-mokheleta-rigebs-argentinashi-saelchos-mrcheveli-nino-fifia
https://tvpirveli.ge/ka/siaxleebi/politika/106105-tavdatsvis-saministrodan-31-tslis-stajis-mqone-tanamshromeli-gaatavisuples
https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=25082805417988815&id=100000581071426&rdid=Cnjl0ntBlkLp1mDt
https://civil.ge/archives/700264
https://gyla.ge/en/post/gancxadeba-saias-saadamkvirveblo-misia
https://x.com/isfed_official/status/1958449617361641533
https://www.osce.org/odihr/elections/597267
https://euvsdisinfo.eu/imedi-tv-the-propaganda-megaphone-undermining-georgias-eu-aspirations/
https://euvsdisinfo.eu/imedi-tv-the-propaganda-megaphone-undermining-georgias-eu-aspirations/
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/kopZX8ufrMY
https://rustavi2.ge/ka/video/87710?v=2
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Ambassadors of Germany and the EU have been particularly targeted. The Speaker of Parliament 
accused the German Ambassador of “supporting attacks” on campaign offices. For the first time, 
Germany and UK ambassadors were summoned to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and accused 
of “interference.” Germany’s Foreign Ministry strongly condemned this baseless action. In 
solidarity, Georgian citizens organized a “Georgia-Germany Friendship March” outside the 
German Embassy. 

The EU Delegation and partner embassies in Georgia jointly rejected the government’s 
disinformation and accusations. 

 

International Response 

In response to Georgia’s “serious democratic backsliding,” the European Commission is 
considering suspending visa-free travel. It has demanded repeal of repressive laws and protection 
of citizens’ rights. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs submitted a report on compliance but has 
withheld its contents from the public. 

The European Parliament declared that after decades of democratic progress, Georgia is now a 
victim of state capture. Until new fair elections are held, it will continue not to recognize the one-
party parliament or president, and it urged EU member states to impose sanctions on Georgian 
Dream’s key officials. 

The U.S. Helsinki Commission held a hearing titled “From Partner to Problem: Georgia’s Anti-
American Turn”, with participation from Georgia’s fifth president, Salome Zourabichvili. 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/shpapuashvili/videos/1387502092721521
https://www.facebook.com/GeorgianDreamOfficial/videos/783447767770240/?rdid=10n3j4ThiUfp9qh0
https://civil.ge/archives/702367
https://civil.ge/archives/702491
https://x.com/GermanyDiplo/status/1970860625732812997?t=DkF7bdLX0krGD_gg9P7C7Q&s=19
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1299435148337318?rdid=3TdwpgluW3NDqajg&share_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fshare%2Fr%2F1MhGskqK7o%2F
https://www.interpressnews.ge/en/article/142607-27-embassies-meeting-meeting-a-broad-range-of-actors-government-opposition-civil-society-and-citizens-at-large-is-a-normal-part-of-diplomatic-work-and-fully-consistent-with-the-vienna-convention/
https://cdn.1tv.ge/app/uploads/2025/07/1752661554-European-Commision-1.pdf
https://civil.ge/archives/700269

